THE POSSIBILITY AND PURPOSE OF AVATARHOOD

of or step to the supreme mystery of all, rahasyam
vlfanui^i.

If there were not this rising of man into the
Godhead to be helped by the descent of God into
humanm, Avatarhood lor the sake of the Dharma
would be an otiose phenomenon, since mere Right,
mere justice or standards of virtue can always be up-
held I)} the dhinc omnipotence through its ordinary
means, by great men or great movements, by the life
and work of sages and kings and religious teachers,
without ail) actual incarnation. The Avatar comes as
the manifestation of the divine nature in the human
nature, the apocalypse of its Christhood, Krishnahood,
Buddhahood, in order that the human nature may by
moulding' its principle, thought, feeling, action, being
on the lme-> of that Christhood, Krishnahood, Buddha-
hood transfigure itself into the divine. The law, the
Dharma which the Avatar establishes is given for that
purpose cliieil); the Christ, Krishna, Buddha stands in
its ((^itrc as the gale, lie makes through himself the
wa\ men shall follow. That is why each Incarnation
holds before men his own example and declares oE
himself tliat lie is the w^ay and the gate; he declares
too the oneness of his humanity with the divine being,
declares that the Son of Man and the Father above
from whom lie has descended arc one, that Krishna in
the human body, nia^iusim ianinn dsritam, and the
supreme Lord and Friend of all creatures arc but two
revelations of the same divine Purushottama, revealed
there in his own being, revealed here in the type of
humanit\.
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